


Woodland Indians
Woodland Indians of this time period have a very unique appearance.  We welcome historical 

interpreters who authentically portray pre-1810 Native Americans from the Northwest Territory.  
If this is your fi rst year at the Fair, please submit pictures of your entire camp, pictures of your 
your period clothing along with your application.  See Basic Clothing Standards for information 
on period clothing.

Militia
The interpretation of the lifestyle of the militia at the Fair adds a special dimension to the event 

programming with drills in the open space on the fair grounds and possible musters from the fairgo-
ers.  A militia camp will be designated and set up in military style as participants arrive.  There are 
also separate camps for mounted militia and artillerists.  If not prepared to set up as militia, you will 
be assigned to the Citizen Camping Area.  
 Militia applicants must register by family. Demonstrating artisans attached to a militia group must 
register separately and cannot set up within the militia campsite.  If this is your fi rst year at the Fair, 
please submit pictures of your entire camp, pictures of your your period clothing along with your 
application.  See Basic Clothing Standards for information on period clothing.

Longhunters
Longhunter interpreters of the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries are invited to attend the fair, tak-

ing advantage of the event to replenish their supplies, seek artisans to repair their equipment, procure new equi-
page or simply for “civilized” entertainment and a much needed break from the rigors of life deep in the frontier 
territories.  Camping space will be provided for these hardy souls, and of course they and their accoutrements will 
be subject to the jury process and should refl ect the self-suffi cient lifestyle they have chosen to pursue.  If this is 
your fi rst year at the Fair, please submit pictures of your entire camp, pictures of your your period clothing along 
with your application.  See Basic Clothing Standards for information on period clothing.

Livestock, Rolling Stock, and Equestrian
Those interested in bringing period livestock and rollingstock to the Fair are encouraged to do so.  Please indi-Fair are encouraged to do so.  Please indi-Fair

cate this on your application and special information will be forwarded to you.  All horses, and livestock must 
be approved by Livestock and Rolling Stock Chairperson. 

Volunteers, Tavern and Coffee House Workers
Volunteers are needed and appreciated for various aspects of  The 

Fair at New Boston™ . It takes many hands to prepare for and to both set 
up and tear down this event. Set up takes place for several weeks prior to the 
event, and tear down is primarily on Labor Day. Please contact GRCHA if 
you are willing to help.
 Workers in period clothing are needed both days to work shifts 
serving various drinks to the public. GRCHA has a limited amount of cloth-
ing available to lend to volunteers, based on pre-approval of the respected 
chairperson or tavernmaster, and is fi rst come, fi rst served. Clothing must 

be returned immediately following [closing of] the event. Volunteers are expected to meet the Basic Clothing 
Standards, as described in this booklet.
 Other volunteers, in or out of period clothing, are also needed at the Gift Shop and in various other capacities. 
Please contact GRCHA and express your interests. You will be directed to the proper person. Volunteers must 
submit an application indicating their participation details.

Participant Categories (Cont)

Militia

Woodland Woodland 
Indian



General Information
Purpose

One of the most important purposes of The Fair at New 
Boston™ is the promotion of high standards of authentic-Boston™ is the promotion of high standards of authentic-Boston™
ity among its participants.  The Fair is enhanced by those Fair is enhanced by those Fair
who strive to go beyond the expected, to create a special 
environment in and around the surrounding areas.

The Jury Process
 The Fair is a juried event.  Approval to participate is Fair is a juried event.  Approval to participate is Fair
needed for all categories of participants.  All participants 
must fi ll out an application form each year.  This infor-
mation is needed in order to properly and fairly jury all 
participants.  Approval is based on photos, descriptions, 
known appearance, and performance.
 For new applicants, your photos are most important.  
Photos of your clothing, wares, set up, and tools are 
needed.  Past participants should also submit photos to 
document major changes to their setups.
 The jury and the Fair committee chairpersons form the Fair committee chairpersons form the Fair
Authenticity Committee during the Fair.  Each member of 
this committee will be wearing a yellow armband during 
the Fair.  The Authenticity Committee has the right to ask 
you to remove any anachronisms from view of the public 
during the Fair.

Setups
 We have a limited number of setups available on a fi rst 
approved, fi rst served basis.  Some are wooden, but most 
are fl y or four poster tents without sides, as they were in 
early fairs.  Information regarding their availability can be 
obtained by indicating your interest on your application.
 We encourage participants to make their own booths, 
stands, or wagons and will forward a booklet of examples 
for the cost of postage and printing.

Camping
Participants are encouraged to camp in the authentic

area of the Fair.  Authentic camping can add a great deal 
of believability to the event.  Spaces will be provided adja-
cent to participant’s booths.  Authentic camps are on the 
fairgrounds, hence all modern articles must be kept out of 
sight.
 Only authentic period tents are allowed on the fair-
grounds.  Western tepees are not permitted.  Period shel-
ters, wedge or fl y tents, and wall tents are acceptable.  At-
tempts should be made to minimize the use of marquis for 
civilians and merchants as we tend to see way too many.  
Please indicate the tent space you will need on your appli-
cation. These primitive campsites on the fairgrounds have 
no electricity or septic hookups. Tepees are NOT permit-
ted.  
 Ground fi res only are permitted in the authentic fair-
grounds.  Shallow fi re pits are to be dug and fi lled in 
before you leave.  Firewood and straw are available for 
authentic camps free of charge.  Limited amounts of ice 

can be had through the taverns at cost. No coolers or other 
non-period items for storing perishables should be visible 
to the public.  Such items are permitted must be kept hid-
den.    
 Modern Tents are only permitted in Modern camping 
area just off of the period fairgrounds. There are a limited 
number camper spaces with electricity hookups available 
on a fi rst come- fi rst served basis, but no septic hookups.  
We do not allow the use of AC units in campers.
 All participants may arrive at the park as early as Thurs-
day morning.  Likewise, you may camp on site Sunday 
evening following the Fair and leave at your leisure on Fair and leave at your leisure on Fair
Monday (Labor Day). There is a fee for all modern camp-
ing.  Please see Application for Fee Schedule.

General Information
 No dogs are permitted by order of Clark County Park 
District.  This does not include service dogs, but please 
make appropriate arrangements.
 Minor Children are the sole responsibility of their par-
ents or the adult that brings them.  
 No fi rearms or edged weapons can be brought in or car-
ried by non registered participants by order of the Clark 
County Park District.  Any one with a weapon is charged 
with the responsibility of correct handling of the weapon.
No unannounced fi ring of weapons is allowed.  Quiet time 
is after 10 pm.
 Irresponsible behavior will not be tolerated and can 
result in expulsion from the fair.
 Unlicensed alcoholic beverages are not permitted by 
order of Clark County Park District.

Rain
 This is a rain or shine event.  Be prepared to cope with 
rain in a manner appropriate to the period.  Bring period 
rain gear and water proof canvas, not plastic.

Education Day
 On the day prior to the opening of the FairFairF , GRCHA 
provides a free ‘day at the Fair’ to approximately 1,400 to 
1,500 fourth grade students.  Participants who would like 
to join in the activity should be in costume and character 
by 9:00 a.m. and stay in character until the children leave 
at 2:00 p.m..  
 No participant may set up between 9:00 a.m. and 2:00 
p.m., unless he or she does so in period clothing, using 
period equipment, boxes, carts, etc.  No modern vehicles 
are allowed on the fi eld during those hours.

George Rogers Clark
Heritage Association

• Living History
• Volunteer Organization
• The Fair at New Boston™Fair at New Boston™Fair
• Visit us on the web at

www.fairatnewboston.com
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Basic Clothing Standards  

 
The Fair at New Boston™ represents the period 1790-1810. No clothing or other items dating after 1810 are 

acceptable. It is reasonable that some clothing and other items, which pre-date 1790, may still be in use. In our never-
ending quest for authenticity, we ask everyone to take a good look at their period clothing. The majority of the participants 
at the Fair are of the middle and lower classes. The following standards are directed toward these characters and are good 
guidelines for new participants. For those portraying upper class, fashionable characters, please keep in mind that our time 
period is 1790-1810 and dress accordingly. 

Remember: From 9:00 AM Saturday until 6:00 pm Sunday all participants should remain in period clothing! 

 Please submit photographs of yourself and family in your period clothing with first application and for any 
changes made of your clothing or camp in the future. If there are any questions concerning these guidelines please 
contact GRCHA. The proper person will get back to you as soon as possible. 
 
For All Characters:  

• Modern eye glasses are not acceptable. Please use contacts or period spectacles. 1 
• Modern cigarettes or other modern smoking methods are not to be used by anyone in period clothing.  

Come prepared if you need tobacco. 
• Remove modern jewelry, and use only period accessories. Non-Native characters should avoid wearing Native 

trade beads.  
• Modern tattoos should be covered. 
• Ladies are not to wear makeup, unless it is period. No finger or toe nail polish. 
• Come prepared with period rain wear and warm clothing for evening. 
• Period eating utensils must be used by costumed participants in camp, on food row and during the Saturday 

evening dinner. 
• Costumed participants must have period drinking vessels to be served at the taverns and coffee house. 
• All items sold or used at the fair should be authentic to the period. 
• No cameras should be used by those in period clothing. 
• White/unbleached canvas haversacks were military issue. Civilians please use other means to carry personal items, 

such as pockets, period wallets, leather bags, large handkerchiefs or baskets. 

Men:  Men’s clothing should be typical American clothing of the late 1700s to 1810. A man’s outfit should include the 
following: 

• Shirt with collar (tuck in shirt tails) 
• Trousers or breeches 
• Hat or other head covering 
• Waistcoat2 
• Neck stock or neck handkerchief 

• Stockings & shoes or barefoot (no modern style 
moccasins) 

• Coat when walking in public, such as frock, jacket, 
hunting, etc. or over shirt. 

The following are not allowed: Printed Calico shirts, long fringed buckskins, “Mountain Man” clothing, 
western clothing or capotes. 

Women:  Women’s clothing should be typical American clothing of the late 1700s to 1810. Shoulders must be covered. A 
woman’s outfit should include the following: 

• Shift (chemise) 
• Foundation garment (stays/corset or suitable 

substitute) 
• Under petticoat & petticoat 
• Neck handkerchief 
• Short gown, Jacket or Gown 

• Apron, especially when working 
• Day cap (white) or period hairstyle 
• Hat or bonnet when walking in public 
• Stockings & shoes or barefoot (no modern style 

moccasins) 

The following are not allowed: gathered circle style caps (not documented to our period), exposed sleeveless 
bodices (Note: if used as foundation garment, you must cover it with period outer garment), modern calico 
prints. 

Page 9 — Rev January 2010



 

Children:  Children over the age of 4-5 should generally be dressed the same as adults. Toddler’s outfits should include 
the following: 

• Shift or shirt 
• Gown and/or Pin-cloth (i.e. period pinafore) 
• Cap (white), hat or head covering 

• Stockings & shoes or barefoot (or period style 
moccasins) 

 
Infants:  

• Shirt (baby style, opens in front) 
• Blanket 
• Cap (white) 

• Period basket for infant / supplies. 
• Diaper cover or period diapers 
• Bedgown or gown.  

 
Indians:  Only Eastern Woodland style wear is accepted. We strongly recommend contacting the GRCHA Native 
American chairperson before acquiring clothing (if in doubt), or submitting first time applications. All Moccasins should 
be center seam or pucker toe 

Native Men: 
• Scalp lock or head covered with kerchief or turban 
• Clean shaven 
• Leggings – snug fitting, mid-thigh height, wool or leather 
• Breechcloth – width to be mid-thigh to mid-thigh, length must be no more than mid-thigh 
• Bead and ribbon work – straight geometric designs, no florals 
• Trade silver – needs to be time appropriate 
• Hunting bags – should be no larger than 9 inches, finger woven or leather or wool. 
• Battle participants must have small cartridge bag with flap for safety reasons! 
• All sashes and knee garters must be finger woven – no inkle loom woven pieces 
• Paint – documentable and reasonable, try to limit use of exclusive black to battle 

Native Women: 
• Trade shirt over a wrap skirt (or Strap dress of Woodland style). Bedgowns and short gowns over trade shirts are 

acceptable. 
• Leggings – same as men’s 
• No shoulder bags 
• Moccasins – same as men’s 
• No neck knives 
• Hair – no bangs, pulled back and clubbed (queued), may be greased back. Short hair must be covered with 

appropriate head covering. 
• Paint – reasonable vermillion red face painting (hair part, forehead, cheeks and top of ears) 

 
Native Children: In imitation of adults. 

Military:  Military personnel who are not members of the BAR, NWTA or GRCHA need to provide documentation for 
their uniform, and it must be appropriate to the period of the event and have a reason to have been in the United States at 
the time. Please contact the Militia chairperson with any questions. 
 
 The George Rogers Clark Heritage Association (GRCHA) makes every effort to be knowledgeable regarding all 
elements of the period of the fair. The GRCHA does not pretend to be the final authority on any and all matters.  
However, as the GRCHA is affirming to the public that the fair is as accurate in all of its details as possible, 
decisions as to what is permitted are made on the basis of what is provable through documentation. We recognize that 
logic suggests behaviors, but absent of proof we do not feel that we can certify accuracy on that basis. If you have 
documentation which supports a position which our jury committee has ruled inappropriate, please present your 
documentation. This is a constant learning process for all of us. 
 

1  Exceptions for medical needs can be made, and we are willing to offer suggestions for adaptations and/or refer you to others 
who have experience in dealing with (and interpreting) disabilities in the living history field. 

2  It is reasonable that in extremely hot working conditions the waistcoat is left off, but must be put on for dealing with the public 
or leaving the booth to walk in the street. Shirtsleeves alone are not acceptable in other situations. 
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